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A gloomy Groundhog Day: Punxsutawney Phil says more winter 


PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa. (AP) — 
There will be six more weeks 
of — winter, Punxsutaw- 
ney Phil predicted as he 
emerged from his burrow 
on a snowy Tuesday morn- 
ing to perform his Ground- 
hog Day duties. 

Members of Phil's “inner 
circle" woke up the furry 
critter at 7:25 a.m. at Gob- 
bler's Knob in Punxsutaw- 
ney, Pennsylvania, fo see 
whether he would see his 
shadow or not. 

Shortly after this year's pre- 
diction was revealed, one 
of the members of the inner 
circle shared a message he 
said Phil had told him ear- 
lier in the day: "After win- 
ter, youre looking forward 
to one of the most beau- 
tiful and brightest springs 
you ve ever seen.’ 

Another member of the 
"inner circle" noted the 
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Uniqueness of 
yeor. 

"People have been refer- 
encing Groundhog Day. It 
has felt like at times we're 
all living the same day over 
and over again," one of the 
members said. "Groundhog 
Day also shows us that the 
monotony ends. The cycle 
will be broken." 

"Today actually is Ground- 
hog Day, there's only one,” 
he added. "There is quite 
literally a new day coming 
over the horizon." 

The spectacle that is 
Groundhog Day still went 
on, but because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
revelers werent able fo 
see Phil and celebrate in 
oerson: This year, it was all 
virtual and included card- 
board cutouts to represent 
spectators. 


the past 


Continued on next page 
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Groundhog Club handler A.J. Dereume holds Punxsutawney Phil, the weather sieanesiealine 
groundhog, during the 135th celebration of Groundhog Day on Gobbler's Knob in Punxsutawney, 
Pa., Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021. 
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Trump lawyer: Impeachment case ‘undemocratic, ill-advised 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dem- 
ocrats are using the up- 
coming Senate impeach- 
ment trial of Donald Trump 
as a political "weapon" to 
bar the former president 
from seeking office again 
and are pursving a case 
that is “undemocratic” and 
Unconstitutional, one of his 
lawyers says. 

Trump faces trial next week 
on accusations that he 
incited a harrowing and 
deadly siege at the US. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, when 
loyalists in town for a rally 
supporting the’ president 
overran the police and 
violently stormed the build- 
ing. The House passed a 
single article of impeach- 
ment against Trump one 
week before he left of- 
fice, triggering a trial that 
Democrats say is necessary 
to hold Trump publicly ac- 
countable for the attack. 
If Trump is convicted, Con- 
gress could bar him from 
holding public office again. 
Whether the Senate trial 
is constitutional is a point 
of contention because of 
the unique circumstances: 
never before has a presi- 
dent faced an impeach- 
ment trial after leaving of- 
fice. Democrats say there 
is precedent, pointing to 
an 1876 impeachment of 
a secretary of war who re- 
signed his office in a last- 
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In this Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021, file photo, President Donald Trump waves as he boards Marine 
One on the South Lawn of the White House, in Washington, en route to his Mar-a-Lago Florida 
Resort. 


ditch attempt to avoid an 
impeachment trial. The 
Senate held it anyway. 

On the eve of expected 
legal briefs from lawyers for 
both sides, Trump attorney 
David Schoen's appear- 
ance on Fox News Monday 
night previewed some of 
the arguments he plans to 
make at the trial. He called 
the case needlessly divi- 
sive. 

"It's also the most ill-advised 
legislative action that I've 
seen in my lifetime," Schoen 


sald. 

Trump is the first president 
in American history to be 
impeached twice. He was 
acquitted at a Senate trial 
last year over his contacts 
with his Ukrainian counter- 
part, but was acquitted 
by the Senate. Impeach- 
ment, Schoen said, "is the 
weapon they've tried to 
use against him." 

The new case was an ef- 
fort to bar Trump from ever 
running for office again, 
Schoen said, “and that's 
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about as undemocratic as 
you can get." 

The Constitution specifies 
that disqualification from 
office can be a_ punish- 
ment for an impeachment 
conviction. 

Schoen, a criminal defense 
and civil rights lawyer, and 
Bruce Castor, a_ former 
county prosecutor in Penn- 
sylvania, were announced 
as Trump's legal team on 
Sunday evening, one day 
after it was revealed that 
the former president had 


parted ways with another 
set of attorneys in what one 
person described as a Mu- 
tual decision. 

IN an interview with The At- 
lanta Journal-Constitution, 
Schoen said he did not plan 
to argue that Trump lost the 
election because of fraud, 
as Trump has repeatedly 
insisted, and would instead 
argue that the trial itself is 
Unconstitutional. He also 
said he'll make the case 
that his words were. pro- 
tected by the First Amend- 
ment and did not incite a 
rot. 

House Democrats plan to 
lay out what happened on 
Jan. 6 in graphic detail — 
an effort to get through to 
Senate Republicans who 
have largely avoided talk- 
ing about the attack Itself 
and Trump's role in it, in- 
stead focusing on the pro- 
cess of the impeachment 
trial. They are expected to 
play videos and verbally 
recount the violence of the 
day in hopes of stirring the 
Republicans, most of whom 
fled the Senate that day as 
the rioters broke in. 

The nine House impeach- 
ment managers who will 
argue the case also are 
expected to lay out how 
they believe Trump's ac- 
tions over the previous sev- 
eral months led up fo If and 
eventually incited the insur- 
rectionists to act. L) 








Groundhog Club President Jeff Lundy interacts with Punxsutaw- 


ney Phil, the weather prognosticating groundhog, during the 
135th celebration of Groundhog Day in Punxsutawney, Pa. Tues- 


day, Feb. 2, 2021. 


Continued from Front 

A. livestream, which had 
more than 15,000 viewers 
at one point, played foot- 
age from previous Ground- 
hog Days ahead of the big 
reveal. 
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Then of course, the prog- 
nosticator of prognostica- 
tors emerged at dawn. The 
lore goes that if he sees his 
shadow as he did this year, 
there will be six more weeks 
of winter. If he doesn't, 


spring comes early. 
Wearing top hats, mem- 
bers of the club summoned 
Phil from a new tree stump. 
"You look beautiful,” club 
oresident Jeff Lundy told 
Phil, who directed mem- 
bers to one of two scrolls. 

A cluo member an- 
nounced, "We have. all 
passed through the dark- 
ness of night, but now see 
hope in morning's. bright 
light. Buf now when | turn to 
see, there's a perfect shad- 
ow cast of me." 

The livestream from Gob- 
bler's Knob, a tiny hill just 
outside Punxsutawney 
about 65 miles (105 kilo- 
meters) northeast of Pitts- 
burgh, is made possible 
by the Pennsylvania Tour- 
ism Office's Holi-stay PA. 
Tuesday's event there — 
Groundhog Day is always 
Feb. 2 — was Phil's 135th 


turn as a weather oracle. 
Phil this year, like many 
years in the past, gave his 
forecast during a@ major 
snowstorm that hit the en- 
tire Northeast. 

The annual event has its 
origin in a German legend 
about a furry rodent. Re- 
cords dating to the late 
1800s show Phil has pre- 
dicted longer winters more 
than 100 times. The 2020 
forecast called for an ear- 
ly spring — however, Phil 
didn't say anything about a 
pandemic. 

According to records dat- 
ing back to 1887, Phil has 
oredicted winter more than 
100 times, the club said. Ten 
years were lost because no 
records were kept. 
Punxsutawney Phil may be 
the most famous ground- 
hog seer but he's certainly 
not the only one. 


There are two other high- 
profile "imposters," as the 
Punxsutawney Groundhog 
Club calls them, in the re- 
gion. 

Connecticut marked 
Groundhog Day with a 
hedgehog making the pre- 
diction after the state's of- 
ficial groundhog, Chuckles 
X, died last year. Like Phil, 
Phoebe predicted anoth- 
er six weeks of winter after 
seeing its shadow at the 
Lutz Children's Museum in 
Manchester. 

New York City's Staten Is- 
land Chuck disagreed, 
predicting an early spring in 
a video shown on the Stat- 
en Island Zoo's Facebook 
page. 

"We're going to have an 
early spring! Spring is com- 
ing, Brian Gomez, of event 
sponsor Investors Bank said 
ina video message.) 
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Biden boosting vaccine allotments, financing for virus costs 


By RICARDO ALONSO- 
ZALDIVAR and ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden's adminis- 
tration announced Tues- 
day that If is moving to ex- 
oand access to COVID-19 
vaccines, freeing Up more 
doses for states and begin- 
ning to distribute them to re- 
tail pharmacies next week. 
The push comes amid new 
urgency to soeed vaccina- 
tions to prevent the spread 
of potentially more serious 
strains of the virus that has 
killed more than 445,000 
Americans. 

Starting next week, | million 
doses will be distributed to 
some 6,500 pharmacies 
across the country, the 
White House said. The ad- 
ministration is also boosting 
by 500,000 the weekly allo- 
cation of vaccines sent di- 
rectly to states and territo- 
ries for the coming weeks, 
Up To 10.5 million. It is allow- 
ing state and local govern- 
ments to receive additional 
federal dollars to cover pre- 
viously incurred expenses 
relating to the pandemic. 
Coronavirus coordinator 
Jeff Zients announced the 
moves ona call with the 
nation's governors Tuesday 
morning and then detailed 
them to the public in an af- 
ternoon news conference. 
Drugstores have become 
a mainstay for flu shots and 
shingles vaccines, and the 
industry is capable of vac- 
cinating tens of millions of 
people monthly. ‘This will 
provide more sites for peo- 
ple to get vaccinated in 
their communities," Zients 
sald. 

"This is a critical step to pro- 
vide the public with conve- 





In this March 17, 2020, file photo, Pharmacist Evelyn Kim, wears a mask and gloves at the CVS 
pharmacy at Target in the Tenleytown area of Washington. 


nient trusted places to get 
vaccinated in their com- 
munities," he added. 

The number of participat- 
Ing pharmacies and the 
allocation of vaccines are 
expected to accelerate as 
drug makers increase pro- 
duction. The White House 
said the ultimate goal was 
to distribute the vaccines 
through more than 40,000 
pharmacies nationwide. 
State and local guidelines 
will determine who is eli- 
gible to get a shot at their 
neighborhood pharmacy. 
Availability will be limited at 
first. 

"Getting It into pharmacies 
is a viable approach," said 
Dan Mendelson, founder 
of the health care indus- 
try consulting firm Avalere 
Health. "The pharmacies 
know how to move people 
in and out." 

Part of the reason the vac- 
cination campaign got off 


to a slow start, he added, is 
that states lacked their own 
infrastructure for mass vac- 
cinations. 

The partnershio with drug- 
stores was originally an- 
nounced by the Trump ad- 
ministration in November. 
At that time, no coronavi- 
rus vaccines had been ap- 
proved. Participating are 
major chains like CVS, Wal- 
greens and Rite Aid, big 
box stores such as Walmart 
and Costco, and supermar- 
ket pharmacies. CVS said it 
will receive 250,000 doses 
initially, to be distributed to 
oharmacies in 11 states. 
The pharmacy doses will 
be distributed to states by 
population, but a_ priority 
will be to get the vaccine 
tO minority communities 
that have suffered a dispro- 
portionately high toll of dis- 
ease and deaths from the 
virus, Zients said. 

He said the Centers for Dis- 
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ease Control and Preven- 
tion was "making sure that 
we are picking pharmacies 
in that first phase that are 
located in areas that are 
harder to reach to ensure 
that we have equitable 
distribution of the pharma- 
cy doses.’ Walgreens said 
it was selected In part to 
“optimize vaccine access 
in medically underserved 
areas. 

The 1 million doses being 
shioped to pharmacies will 
be on top of the increased 
allotments to states over 
the coming three weeks. 
The Biden administration 
has sought to increase cer- 
tainty to state governments 
on their upcoming alloca- 
tions to streamline deliver- 
ies and prevent stockpiling 
of second doses for the 
two-dose regimens. 

The Tuesday announce- 
ment comes a day after 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the gov- 


ernment's top infectious- 
disease expert, called on 
Americans to get vdaccli- 
nated as soon as theyre 
eligible to prevent further 
mutations of the virus. The 
U.S. is tracking the spread 
of potentially more virulent 
and treatment-resistant 
variants. 

"Viruses cannot mutate if 
they don't replicate,” Fauci 
said. "And if you stop their 
replication by vaccinating 
widely and not giving the 
virus an open playing field 
to continue to resoond to 
the pressures that you put 
on It, you will not get muta- 
tions." 

The U.S. government has al- 
ready starting working with 
vaccine manufacturers 
on potential booster shots 
to enhance — protection 
against the variants. 
Biden's move to allow for 
an additional $3. billion 
to $5 billion in retroactive 
funding to state and local 
governments for reimburse- 
ment of pandemic-related 
spending was expected 
to free Ud more money for 
vaccine distribution. 
"States will be fully repaid 
for things like masks, gloves 
and the mobilization of the 
National Guard, and they 
can use the additional re- 
sources for vaccination 
efforts and emergency 
supplies moving forward," 
Zients said. 

That is on top of additional 
assistance to state and lo- 
cal governments from the 
Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency already 
authorized by the Biden 
administration for them to 
stand up and support vac- 
cination sites across the 
country.) 





3 backcountry skiers missing after large Colorado avalanche 


SILVERTON, Colo. (AP) — Three 
backcountry skiers are missing af- 
ter being swept up in a large ava- 
lanche in southwestern Colorado 
and a search for them was under- 
way on Tuesday, a day after the 
Skiers disappeared. 

The slide happened between the 
towns of Silverton and Ophir on 
Monday in an area locally known 
as The Nose, according to the 
Colorado Avalanche Information 
Center. 

Four skiers were fully buried in 


the debris, and one of them was 
found, suffering from minor injuries, 
Officials said. 

A search-and-rescue team was still 
trying to find the missing skiers TUes- 
day morning after searching into 
the night on Monday. 

The avalanche was triggered on 
a northeast-facing slope near 
treeline at an elevation of about 
11,500 feet (3,505 meters) in eleva- 
tion. Dangerous avalanche condi- 
tions in the area were hurting the 
search effort, and emergency re- 


soonders could temporarily call off 
the effort, San Juan County spokes- 
woman DeAnne Gallegos told The 
Durango Herald on Tuesday. 
Crews triggered avalanches fo 
helo mitigate the danger, and nat- 
ural slides also happened through- 
out the day. 

Authorities have not identified the 
skiers who were caught in the slide. 
At least four skiers have died in 
earlier backcountry avalanches in 
Colorado so far this winter, most re- 
cently in late December, accord- 


ing to the Colorado Avalanche In- 
formation Center. 

Elsewhere around the U.S. this win- 
ter, three other people have died 
in backcountry avalanches in the 
so far this winter, including two in 
Utah and one in Wyoming. 

The avalanche information center 
listed the northern San Juan Range 
in Colorado, where the latest slide 
happened, as being a "consider- 
able" danger for avalanches and 
urged skiers going there to take 
caution when finding routes.) 
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FBI: 2 agents killed, 3 wounded, eaaednen dead in Florida 
o_o = 


Associated Press 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Two 
FBI agents were killed and 
three wounded in a shoot- 
ing that erupted on Tues- 
day when they arrived to 
search an apartment in a 
child pornography case, a 
confrontation that marked 
one of the bloodiest days 
in FBI history. The suspect Is 
believed to have killed him- 
self. 

The violence forced resi- 
dents in the Fort Lauder- 
dale suburo of Sunrise to 
huddle inside their homes 
as a SWAT team stormed 
the apartment building 
and police helicopters cir- 
cled overhead. 

FBI Director Christooher 
A. Wray identified the two 
slain agents as Daniel Al- 
fin and Laura Schwariz- 
enberger, both of whom 
specialized in investigating 
crimes against children. 
Two of the wounded 
agents were taken to hos- 
pitals to be treated and 
were in stable condition, 
Leverock said. The third did 
not require hospitalization, 
Wray said. 

Based on a preliminary in- 
vestigation, federal officials 
believe the suspect fatally 
shot himself, according to 
a law enforcement official 
familiar with the matter. The 
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Law enforcement officers walk near the entrance to an apartment complex where a shooting 
wounded several FBI agents while serving an arrest warrant, Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021, in Sunrise, Fla. 


person cautioned that an 
official cause of death has 
not yet been determined 
and spoke to The Associ- 
ated Press on condition of 
anonymity because they 
were not authorized to dis- 
cuss the investigation pub- 
licly. 

The shooting happened 
around 6 a.m. in a middle- 
class neighborhood of sin- 
gle family homes, duplexes 
and apartment buildings 


located west of Fort Lau- 
derdale, near the Ever- 
glades. 

The gunfire erupted with 
about four shots — "Boom, 
boom, boom, boom!” said 
Julius McLymont, whose 
house borders the Water 
Terrace apartment com- 
plex where the suspect was 
barricaded. 

At first McLymont thought 
the gunfire was a car back- 
firing, then two minutes 
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later he heard about five 
more shots. He went out- 
side and looked over his 
fence as police cars and 
ambulances rushed _ in. 
Then he saw officers work- 
ing on someone lying on 
the ground before they 
loaded the person into an 
ambulance. 

A SWAT team appeared 
next, with officers donning 
riot gear. Then they went 
around the building, yelling, 


"Go, go, go!" McLymont 
said. He said he couldn't 
see the apartment where 
the shooting happened 
from his location. 

Hours later, Sunrise Police 
urged residents of Water 
Terrace to remain inside 
their homes while law en- 
forcement blocked the en- 
trances to their community. 
The FBI agents had come 
to the apartment complex 
to serve a federal search 
warrant In connection 
with a case involving child 
pornography and violent 
crimes against children, ac- 
cording to Miami FBI Agent 
Michael D. Leverock and 
FBI Agents Association Pres- 
ident Brian O'Hare. 

The shootings marked one 
of the bloodiest days in FBI 
history in South Florida and 
among the deadliest na- 
tionally as well, according 
to the FBI website. 
Schwartzenberger, 43, had 
been an agent with the 
FBI since December 2005 
and worked in the Miami 
field office on a squad of 
agents handling’ violent 
crimes against children, 
according to court records. 
Her work primarily focused 
on tracking offenders who 
sexually exploit children on- 
line and investigating other 
crimes against children.) 





2 California supermarkets closing after city orders pay hike 





In this June 15, 2017, file photo, bagged purchases from a Kroger 
grocery store sit in a shopping cart in Flowood, Miss. 
Associated Press 


LONG BEACH, Calif. (AP) 
— Kroger Co. will close two 
Southern California super- 
markets in resoonse to a lo- 
cal ordinance requiring ex- 
tra pay for certain grocery 
employees working during 
the pandemic. 


The decision announced 
by the company Monday 
follows a unanimous vote 
last month by the Long 
Beach City Council man- 
dating a 120-day increase 
of $4 an hour for employ- 
ees of supermarkets with 


at least 300 employees na- 
tionwide and more than 15 
in Long Beach.Kroger said 
it will close a Ralohs market 
and a Food 4 Less on April 
17, the Press-Telegram re- 
ported. 

"As a result of the City of 
Long Beach's decision to 
pass an ordinance man- 
dating Extra Pay for gro- 
cery workers, we have 
made the difficult decision 
to permanently close long- 
struggling store locations in 
Long Beach,’ the company 
said in a statement. 

The statement added: "This 
misguided action by the 
Long Beach City Council 
oversteps the traditional 
bargaining process and 
applies to some, but not all, 
grocery workers in the city." 
A city statement charac- 
terized Kroger's decision as 


“unfortunate for workers, 
shoppers and the com- 
pany." A similar hazard pay 
wage increase has been 
approved by the city of 
Montebello and is being 
considered in Los Angeles 
and Pomona. 

A lawsuit filed by the Calli- 
fornia Grocers Association 
claims that the Long Beach 
ordinance interferes with 
the collective bargaining 
process between grocery 
stores and unions repre- 
senting workers. 

An association official said 
Monday that an increase 
of $4 an hour represents 
about a 28% increase in la- 
bor costs. 

‘Theres no way grocers 
can absorb that big of a 
cost increase without an 
offset somewhere _ else, 
considering grocers oper- 


ate with razor thin margins 
and many stores already 
operate in the red," the as- 
sociation's president and 
CEO Ron Fong said in a 
statement. 

The Long Beach ordinance 
was approved during a 
Jan. 19 meeting in which 
council members and 
Mayor Robert Garcia said 
that many grocery stores 
gave employees hazard 
pay during the early stages 
of the pandemic but later 
ohased It out. 

‘These folks that are work- 
ing at these markets and 
these grocery stores are 
heroes,' Garcia said at 
the time. ‘This is nothing 
new. They have received 
this tyoe of additional pay 
in the past and if they de- 
served it in the past, they 
deserve it today.') 
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By PAN PYLAS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — A report 
commissioned by the Brit- 
ish government is urging 
Qa radical transformation 
in the way that countries 
around the world assess the 
state of their economies by 
elevating the natural world 
as a key element in their 
economic planning. 

The review of the econom- 
ics of biodiversity by Profes- 
sor Partha Dasgupta con- 
cludes that nature needs to 
become as valued as tradi- 
tional gauges of economic 
wealth such as profits in the 
future. 

In the 600-page review that 
was commissioned in 2019 
by Britain's Treasury, the 
University of Cambridge 
economist warned that 
current economic growth 
and prosperity have “come 
at a devastating cost to 
nature.” He said declines 
in biodiversity and the en- 
vironment’s ability to pro- 
vide food, clean water and 
air are “fueling extreme 
risk and uncertainty for our 
economies and well-be- 
ing.” The coronavirus pan- 
demic and the associated 
economic calamity is just 
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U.K. report urges need for nature to be at heart of economics 





In this file photo dated Thursday, Aug. 27, 2020 fishermen work in the Tapajos river in Alter do 
Chao, district of Santarem, Para state, Brazil. 


one illustration, he said, of 
what can happen when 
habitats are destroyed and 
soecies exploited. 

“Nature is more than a 
mere economic good,” he 
said. “Nature nurtures and 
nourishes us, so we will think 
of assets as durable enti- 
ties that not only have use 
value, but may also have 
intrinsic worth.” 


Dasgupta called on the 
world to ensure demands 
on nature do not exceed 
sustainable supplies, by 
changing food production 
and consumption, invest- 
ing in natural solutions such 
as restoring forests and pro- 
tecting natural habitats. He 
said coordinated action 
now would in the long-run 
be less costly and would 


Associated Press 


also help tackle other issues 
such as climate change 
and poverty, 

Additionally, he pointed 
to a need fo move away 
from using gross domestic 
oroduct, or GDP, as a mea- 
sure Of Economic success 
toward one that accounts 
for the benefits of investing 
in natural assets such as for- 
ests, soils and oceans. 


“AS GQ measure of ECo- 
nomic activity, GDP Is in- 
disoensable in short-run 
macroeconomic analysis 
and management, but it 
is wholly Unsuitable for ap- 
praising investment  proj- 
ects and identifying sus- 
tainable development,” he 
said. 

Responding to the report, 
Prime Minister Boris John- 
son said the coming year 
is “critical” in efforts to stop 
and reverse declining bio- 
diversity. 

He said that the U.K., which 
is this year president of the 
Group of Seven leading 
economies and hosting the 
26th global U.N. Climate 
Change Conference of the 
Parties, is “going to make 
sure the natural world stays 
right at the top of the glob- 
al agenda.” 

Countries are also due to 
meet in China later this 
year to agree new efforts to 
tackle biodiversity declines. 
In a foreword to the report, 
naturalist and broadcaster 
David Attenborough said 
economics was a discipline 
that shapes decisions of 
the “utmost consequence” 
and the review put biodi- 
versity at its core.) 


Kurds and government end rival sieges in northern Syria 


BEIRUT (AP) — Kurdish forc- 
es in northern Syria ended 
a weekslong siege of gov- 
ernment-held —neighbor- 
hoods in two northeastern 
cities Tuesday, they said, 
as part of a deal brokered 
by Russia. 

As part of the agreement 
with Kurdish forces, Syr- 


ian government troops 
allowed supplies to enter 
Kurdish-held areas in the 
northern province of Alep- 
00, AGN opposition activist 
group reported. 

The deal to end the sieges 
by government forces and 
Kurdish fighters in different 
oarts of the war-torn coun- 





In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, 
pro-government demonstrators protest the siege on their 
neighborhood by Kurdish security forces, in Hassakeh, Syria, 
Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021. 
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try's north came two days 
after Kurdish fighters shot 
one person dead during 
a pro-government protest. 
The deal was brokered by 
Russia, AGN opposition war 
monitor said. 

Local Kurdish police said 
in a statement they would 
end the siege on govern- 
ment-held parts of the pro- 
vincial capital of Hassakeh 
province that carries the 
same name as well and 
the city of Qamishli along 
the border with Turkey. 
Areas held by the gov- 
ernment in Hassakeh and 
Qamishli are known as the 
security square. State insti- 
tutions still function in the 
areas despite the fact the 
U.S.-backed Kurdish-led 
fighters control much of 
the region. 

The Kurds, Syria's larg- 
est ethnic minority, have 
carved out a semi-auton- 
Oomous enclave in Syria’s 


north after the start of the 
civil war in 2011. In the 
area, the Kurds run their 
own affairs and control 
most of the country’s oil re- 
SOUICES. 

In both Hassakeh and Qa- 
mishli cities, they share 
control with government 
forces, which have a pres- 
ence in security zones, 
near the airport and in 
some neighborhoods. Both 
cities have a sizeable Kurd- 
ish population. 

“We at the Internal Secur- 
ty Forces are committed to 
the unity of Syrian blood,” 
the local Kurdish police 
force said, blaming gov- 
ernment forces for tension 
In the cities. On Sunday, 
Kurdish forces shot dead 
Q pro-government — pro- 
tester in Hassakeh during a 
demonstration against the 


siege. 
The police force said life 
returned fo normal on 


Tuesday with the siege lift- 


ed and material will be al- 
lowed fo flow into govern- 
ment-held areas. During 
the siege that lasted sev- 
eral weeks, Kurdish fighters 
orevented the flow of flour 
and fuel into government- 
held areas. 

In Aleppo province, gov- 
ernment forces allowed 
food and fuel to enter 
Kurdish held areas for the 
first time in weeks as part of 
a Russian-brokered deal, 
the Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights, an opposition war 
monitor, said. 

There was no comment 
from the government.Ten- 
sions are not uncommon 
between the two sides in 
northern Syria and Kurd- 
ish officials have said their 
moves are in retaliation 
for a government siege on 
Kurdish areas in the north- 
ern province of Aleppo.) 
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Israel’s Labor party looks to new leader for revival 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Last 
week, Israel's Labor party 
appeared headed for ex- 
tinction, with polls indicat- 
ing it wouldn’t win enough 
votes in upcoming elec- 
tions to enter parliament. 
But following the election 
of progressive lawmaker 
Merav Michaeli as its new 
leader, the party Is showing 
signs of life. 

Labor, home of the coun- 
try’s founding leaders and 
for decades its ruling party, 
has begun fo climb in opin- 
ion polls, and Michaeli ts 
determined to once again 
make it a major force in Is- 
raeli politics. 

Michaeli, a firebrand femi- 
nist, promotes a message 
that has rarely been heard 
in Israeli politics in recent 
years. She seeks social jus- 
tice, equality for all Israelis 
and peace with the Pales- 
tinians. Yet she also won't 
rule out sitting in a coalition 
with right-wing parties, like- 
ly hindering her agenda, 
if that realizes the shared 
goal of ousting Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu. 
“You can disagree with 
me ideologically but what 
is clear is that | am here 
and | fight for equality and 
peace,” Michaeli told The 
Associated Press in a tele- 
ohone interview. “! believe 
that Labor is not dead, it Is 


ry — 
' <a 
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New Labor party leader Merav Michaeli gives a press conference in Tel Aviv, Israel, Monday, Feb. 


1, 2021. 


essential for Israel’s future.” 
Her election appears to 
have given Labor a jolt of 
momentum. But with many 
traditional voters having 
left the party, she has her 
work cut out for her ahead 
of March elections. Israel's 
center-leff camp is frac- 
tured and right-wing par- 
ties, led by Netanyahu’'s 
Likud, remain dominant. 

Opinion polls in recent days 
have projected that Labor 
under Michaeli will win five 


seats in Israel’s 120-seat 
Knesset. 
That could jump in the 


coming days if, as expect- 
ed, smaller parties with little 
chance of making it into 
parliament withdraw from 
the race ahead of a Thurs- 
day deadline. Although the 
projections are far below 
Labor's glory days, even 
Qa modest showing could 
make Michaeli a kingmak- 
er in a coalition of midsize 
parties opposed to Netan- 
yahu. 

Labor guided Israel fo inde- 
pendence in 1948 and led 
the country for its first three 
decades, embedding so- 
cial democratic values 
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most evident today in its 
Universal health care, espe- 
cially amid the pandemic. 
Although it led Israel during 
the 1967 Mideast war and 
built the first settlements in 
the occupied West Bank, 
Labor later signed the land- 
mark Oslo peace accords 
with the Palestinians and 
today favors a two-state 
solution with the Palestin- 
ians. 

Yet it has struggled fo re- 
main relevant over the past 
two decades as peadace- 
making with the Palestin- 
ians ground to a halt, other 
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options in the center-left 
emerged and much of 
the electorate appears to 
have embraced Netanyo- 
hu's hard-line ideology. 
Michaeli took over Labor 
after a trying year when it 
entered parliament with 
historically low support. 

The party was torn apart af- 
ter its former leader joined 
Netanyahu’s government 
despite pledges not fo, 
driving away lifelong voters. 
Michaeli chose to remain 
in the opposition and says 
she will never sit in a coali- 
tion under Netanyahu for 
a slew of reasons, among 
them his three corruption 
indictments. 

She shuns marriage, al- 
though she Is in a long-term 
relationshio with a popu- 
lar late-night TV host, and 
says she has never wanted 
children in a society sprung 
from the biblical com- 
mandment to procreate. 
She is known for her signa- 
ture all black looks, which 
she has said are meant to 
downplay her body and 
sexuality. 

When she withdrew to the 
opposition, she promised: 
“We won't let the Labor 
party die.” 

Now at the helm, she will be 
tested on whether she can 
fulfill that pledge and stabi- 
lize a party that has had six 
leaders since Netanyahu 
took power in 2009 .(_) 


Hip-hop T-shirt sets off more tensions in China-Canada ties 


BEIJING (AP) — China says 
it has lodged a formal 
complaint with Canada 
over T-shirts ordered by 
one of the country’s Beijing 
Embassy staff that alleg- 
edly mocked China's re- 
sponse to the coronavirus 
outbreak, in an apparent 
mix-up between the city 
of Wuhan and the hip-hop 
group Wu-Tang Clan. 
Foreign Ministry spokes- 
person Wang Wenbin told 
reporters Tuesday that 
China called on Canada 
to “thoroughly investigate 
the incident and give Chi- 
na a clear explanation.” 
The incident arose after 
a T-shirt maker posted on 
the Chinese internet that 


a staff member from the 
Canadian Embassy had 
ordered T-shirts with a bat 
orint. That appeared to ref- 
erence allegations that the 
virus developed in China 
from bats and then spread 
to humans in the city of 
Wuhan, where infections 
were first reported in late 
2019. But Canadian media 
reports said the logo was a 
W in homage to the New 
York hip-hop group the 
Wu-Tang Clan and that Of- 
tawa had apologized for 
any misunderstanding. 

China’s government is ex- 
tremely sensitive to aCCU- 
sations it was the source of 
the pandemic and failed 
to respond quickly enough 


when cases were first re- 
ported in Wuhan. 

The T-shirts were reportedly 
ordered last summer and It 
wasn't clear if any were still 
in circulation. 

The controversy under- 
scores the plunge in rela- 
tions between the coun- 
tries in the past two years 
over China's demand that 
Canada release a fop ex- 
ecutive of communica- 
tions giant Huawei who is 
wanted on fraud charges 
in the United States. 

Meng Wanzhou, who_ is 
also the daughter of the 
company’s founder, de- 
nies the charges. China 
says her case is politically 
motivated as part of a U.S. 


effort to stifle the nation’s 
global economic expan- 
sion. Her lawyers argue 


4 





she has been subjected 
to abuse of process and 
should be freed.L} 


In this Nov. 12, 2018, file photo, flags of Canada and China 
are placed for the first China-Canada economic and financial 
strategy dialogue in Beijing, China. 


Associated Press 
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By GIOVANNA DELL’ORTO 
Associated Press 

Bonifaz Diaz biked through 
the sprawling city of Quet- 
zaltenango, 7,640 _ feet 
(2,330 meters) above sea 
level among Guatemala's 
volcanoes, to deliver a so- 
ciology book to the home 
of a local teacher. He 
pedaled away with four 
brightly colored bags of In- 
caparina, a popular cereal 
mix crucial in fighting child 
hunger. 

The coronavirus has wors- 
ened child malnutrition in 
Guatemala, which already 
suffered from the worst rate 
of it in the Western Hemi- 
sphere. Since the pandem- 
ic hit, Diaz has cycled more 
than 1,200 miles (2,000 ki- 
lometers) with his saddle- 
bags filled with donated 
books, and lugged back 
thousands of pounds of the 
oatmeal-like food for a lo- 
cal NGO that feeds nearly 
AOO kids. 

People pick a book they 
want from a list of donated 
titles, and in return give sev- 
eral bags of Incaparina. By 
bringing the books-for-food 
barter program directly 
to people’s homes, the 
44-year-old is ensuring that 
donations keep flowing to 
fignt the hunger crisis as 
many people stay home as 
much as possible to avoid 
catching or spreading the 
VIFUS. 

“People want fo provide 
support, but ... the ‘stay- 


Ana Castillo trades 4 pounds of a cereal mix for a sociology bo 
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Guatemalan fights hunger with book-for-food barters by bike 





Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021. 


at-home’ has gotten very 
strong,” said Diaz, an ac- 
tor by profession and avid 
cyclist. “People get moti- 
vated if | go to their home 
with my bike.” 

He sometimes tows a small 
cart to be able to carry as 
much as 125 pounds (57 
kilograms) and has gone 
as far as 37 miles (60 kilo- 
meters) for a delivery to a 
nearby town in the high- 
lands, where many roads 
are gutted with potholes. 
A 1 pound bag of Inca- 
parina, which provides 24 
servings, Costs just 9 quet- 
zales ($1.15). But that’s well 
out of reach for the fami- 


lies that are served by the 
nonprofit 32 Volcanoes, 
co-founder Dr. Carmen 
Benitez said, with 97% of 
those households scraping 
by on less than that per day 
in income. Nearly half the 
population of Guatema- 
la's Western Highlands, a 
majority-indigenous region, 
suffers from chronic mal- 
nutrition, according to the 
World Bank, and Incapa- 
rina is a lifesaver for many 
families. 

On visits to rural homes that 
get helo from 32 Volca- 
noes’ nutrition programs, 
Benitez often sees little food 
on the shelves other than a 


rd 
rE 


ok delivered by Bonifaz Diaz in 
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bright red Incaparina bag, 
some salt and corn for ta- 
males — or cheap, pro- 
cessed foods that do noth- 
ing to prevent stunting and 
increase diabetes, as well 
as learning and behavioral 
disabilities. 

With the number of kids her 
association helps skyrock- 
eting from 120 to 382 during 
the pandemic, “the barter- 
ing is food security,” Benitez 
said. “The idea is that be- 
fore age 5, children won't 
already be chronically mal- 
nourished.” 

And the initiative is having 
an impact. 

“Seeing that the children 


are less scared, that they 
play more ... that is where 
we can get results,” she 
sald. 

Nearly a year into the 
books-for-food program, 
two more cyclists have 
joined Diaz. Donations are 
pouring in, from books and 
artwork for bartering to dif- 
ferent kinds of nutrient-rich 
foods like amaranth grain. 
Ana Castillo, the 29-year- 
old high school teacher 
who last weekend received 
the sociology book, “Liquid 
Love,” a study on modern 
relationships, is a regular 
donor. The 4 pounds (1.8 ki- 
lograms) of Incaparina she 
provided in return will help 
a highlands family eat for a 
montn. 

Castillo delights in choos- 
ing her books from the titles 
Diaz posts on social media, 
and she loves the feeling of 
a “growing circle” of giving 
and receiving. 

“You might not get to those 
olaces, but your help can,” 
she said. 

“This small grain of sand 
to be able to change this 
country.” 

For his part, Diaz plans to 
continue cycling against 
hunger as long as it’s need- 
ed, even as he's struggling 
economically as well since 
the theater company he 
co-founded has been shut- 
tered since last spring. 

“It's GN Opportunity to serve 
in which we all benefit,” he 
said.) 


Haiti leader speaks of more power for diaspora amid strife 


By EVENS SANON 

Associated Press 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Haitian President 
Jovenel Moise said Mon- 
day that proposed con- 
stitutional amendments 
would allow members of 
the country’s diaspora to 
run for the presidency and 
other high-ranking offices. 
The announcement came 
during an online pub- 
lic address during which 
Motse reiterated that he 
would not step down until 
February 2022 and urged 
Haitians to support the 
creation of a new consti- 
tution, which is due to be 


voted upon in April. 

“It’s time to change it,” he 
said. “We can’t continue 
like this. The country is par- 
alyzed.” 

Moise spoke on the first 
day of a two-day transpor- 
tation strike that paralyzed 
parts of Haiti and forced 
the closure of banks, 
schools and businesses. 
Haiti also has been hit by 
ongoing, often violent 
protests in recent years 
against corruption and for 
better living conditions. 
The proposed constitution- 
al changes are expected 
to be made public this 
week as opposition lead- 


ers step up their demands 
that Moise relinquish pow- 
er on Sunday, arguing that 
his five-year term began 
when that of former Presi- 
dent Michel Martelly ex- 
pired in February 2016. 

However, a chaotic elec- 
tion process led to the ap- 
pointment of a provisional 
president for a year until 
Molise was sworn in a year 
later.Moise also pledged 
to keep fighting a rise in 
kidnapping, saying he 
won't allow gang mem- 
bers to scare people into 
not participating in the 
Upcoming — constitutional 
referendum or the general 


for 


scheduled 


elections 
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A woman pushes her merchandise away from tires set fire 
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by protesters during a countrywide strike demanding the 
resignation of Haitian President Jovenel Moise in Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti, Monday, Feb. 1, 2021. 


Associated Press 
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Asi es mi Peru launches 
quality Food Truck at 
Eagle Beach 


started returning slowly in August.” But we saw If as an 
obligation to maintain all of our staff as one family! 

And that’s when the idea of extending our services with 
a food truck was born so we could make sure to keep alll 
of our staff who otherwise would be out of a job. A per- 
fect food truck with all whistles and bells aopeared on the 
horizon and with permits filed the food truck made her 
appearance at Eagle Beach aft the end of September. 
Just, 100 yards from the restaurant at the corner of the T- 
crossing between Paradise Beach Villas and La Cabana. 
Convenient to offer a large scale of products! 


Best ceviche and grilled chicken on the island 
Our now famous ceviche, insiders say the best ceviche 
on the island, is a best seller and our roasted chicken (pol- 
lo a la brasa) are favorite items but hotdogs, hamburg- 
ers, salads, soups and wraps, empanadas and pastechis 
are just a few of the items offered. Actually, there are no 
restrictions as the entire Asi es mi Peru menu Is available 
converted from dollars to florins. While most food trucks in 
Aruba operate in the evening and night the AEMP Food 
Truck operates from 11.00 am -— 9 om. Every day with the 

ee ast ! otal one exception of Monday, orders can be called in at +297 

os ach al . lant etal A MME ED =: Te, ee Py 592-5699 and picked up at the food truck. 
Cie a Se + a ‘ae 
) #zE.. 7 6 eee Mi Retiro (My Retirement) 

1 See ts “When | married Roxanna says co-operator Jan van Nes, | 
=| = i knew that the word retirement was not in her vocabulary. 
Now, a retired hotelier for two years, | know that some- 
where down the road there will always be something to 
do, even when our two restaurants would be operated 
by a younger generation. With this perspective the Food 
Truck could be called “Mi Retiro (My Retirement).” 


For reservations for The Kitchen Table (www.thekitchen- 
ableinaruba.com ) , Asi es Mi Peru (www.asiesoeruena- 
ruba.com ) and take-out orders, feel free to call Roxanna 
at +297 592-5699. We love to welcome you!) 





EAGLE BEACH — While oper- 
ating two successful restau- 
rants at Paradise Beach Vil- 
las- Eagle Beach, The Kitchen 
Table (TKT) and Asi es mi Peru 
(AEMP) who are both under 
one roof, COVID-19_ inter- 
rupted operations of both res- 
taurants and each and every 
restaurant in Aruba in March 
this year. TKT was closed tem- 
porarily, AEMP kept operating 
for take out in the weekends, 
operating lunch and dinner 
again in the weekends until 
fully operational in July. 





It became clear says owner 
Roxanna Salinas, “that we 
would not be able to main- 
tain all of the staff with hotel 
occupancies of around twen- 
ty percent once the tourists 
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World Wetland Day 


SANTA CRUZ— Each year on the 2nd of Febru- 
ary, the international community celebrates 
World Wetlands - a day to put a spotlight on the 
state of our wetlands globally. Organized by 
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, the 2021 
theme focuses on the intrinsic link between 
wetlands and freshwater, highlighting the role 
wetlands play in the quantity and quality of 


freshwater on our planet. 


With a world population projected to reach 10 


— WINA SHARE OF UPTO — 





Every Wednesday | 10am to 9:30pm 
Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 


Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 


billion by 2050, we will require 55% more wa- 
ter. While this quantity is enormous, the quality 
of freshwater requires urgent attention as well. 
Many water sources are polluted due to chemi- 
cals, plastic waste, or untreated wastewater, 
leaving 2.2 billlon people drinking Unsafe water. 
Wetlands can play a vital role in supporting the 
efforts towards more and safe freshwater and 
in reaching Sustainable Development Goal 6: 
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of life!L) 


‘Ensuring availability and sustainable manage- 


ment of water and sanitation for all’. 
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MONDAY MADNESS aide BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


OHering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins 
Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Coming Soon: The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 


f | 









As the world painfully realizes throughout the 
COVID19 pandemic, access to safe water and 
soap for handwashing can help stave off dis- 
ease and keep our economies functioning. To 
actually ‘Build Back Better’ we must recognize 
and include the vital need to provide clean 
water and protect the natural systems that pro- 
vide it, such as wetlands. Wetlands are a source 


Source: Aruba National Park 





Foundation Ajudo Na Aruba (FANA): 
Volunteers reach out to feed the Arubans in need 


ORANJESTAD — In an in- 
terview with the Dutch An- 
nelot Muijres, founder of the 
official Foundation Ajudo 
Na Aruba (FANA) mean- 
ing helping Aruba, Aruba 
Today heard about the 
growing poverty of the lo- 
cal people due to the CO- 
VID-19 crisis and the finan- 
cial situation on the island. 
“We feed 12.000 mouths 
per month, the requests for 
help are skyrocketing while 
the donations are falling 
behind. 


The 12.000 mouths per 
month come from 400 
to 450 families per week 
which are provided with 
week packages by FANA, 
Muijres says. “We have 
families between two and 
nine persons so all different. 
Notable is the baby boom 
right now, approximately 
nine months after carnival. 
We have many newborns 
which costs a lot of money 
and many young mothers 
cannot provide. FANA of- 
fers breast feeding assis- 
tance, baby formula and 
pampers and therefore 
we need donations really 
bad.” She also notices that 


most of the Aruban regis- 
tered are now out of their 
saving money and still are 
unemployed plus without 
the financial support of the 
government. Many also 
inform her that the official 
food bank and the Red 
Cross are full so are unable 
to register them and they 
consequently turn to FANA. 
“Our requests for registra- 
tions rise while our dona- 
tions are decreasing. Ajudo 
na Aruba is run completely 
by donations, whether it’s 
food or money (fo buy 
food), diapers, formula or 
even toys and clothing, 
every single item donated 
is valuable to them. If you 
would like to join this good 
cause and support Aruba, 
feel free to donate or con- 
tact the organization § if 
you require more informa- 
tion. ALL of the donations 
are used to help families in 
need. 


Powered by volunteers 

“We are doing this all with 
love and the help of our 
fantastic volunteers. We 
thank you all from the 
bottom of our hearts. The 
project depends on the 


tremendous effort of them 
as they -ftogether with our 
fantastic donors - make 
this foundation a success.” 
The volunteers work long 
days and take precious 
time away from their fami- 
lies to help Ajudo na Aruba 
reach out, Muijres says. If 
you would like fo join their 
fantastic team, please 
contact the organization 
through the contact page 
on their website httpos:// 
www.ajudonaaruba.com/ 
contact and they will reach 
Out TO you. 


Refugees 

FANA collaborates with 
HIAS, a Jewish American 
nonprofit organization that 
orovides humanitarian aid 
and assistance to refugees. 
Muijres informed Aruba To- 
day before that she esti- 
mates there are between 
25.000 and 30.000 illegals 
on the island. The total (le- 
gal) population of Aruba Is 
about 106.000 inhabitants. 
“These refugees have no 
medical insurance, no jobs 
and are in immediate need 
of food and baby milk.” The 
Arubahuis, the official rep- 
resentative of Aruba in the 


sicinedands recently an- 
nounced to support FANA 
by advertising online how 
to donate to the founda- 
tion. 

Muijres started this initia- 
tive by preparing home- 
cooked meals from her 
home, but she soon real- 
ized this was not enough. 
The grassroots organization 
became an official foun- 
dation with president An- 
nelot Muijres, secretary Lizzy 
Jansen and treasurer Xan- 
der Muijres. They help all 
people in need, not only by 
providing meals or grocer- 
ies, but also support in ba- 





sic necessities like diapers, 
baby formula, soap etc. 
Have a look at Aruba To- 
day's video about the foun- 
dation on our Facebook 
page and website: Co- 
rona Street Talk — Ajudo na 
Aruba _ httpos://www.face- 
book.com/arubatoday/ 
videos/2315084928799246/. 


FANA 

Av. Milio Croes 70 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
Facebook: FANA_ Funda- 
cion Ajudo na Aruba, Web- 
site: httos://www.ajudo- 
naaruba.comL] 
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Frequently asked questions- Covid testing 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba’s health and safety pro- 
tocols are being revisited and reevaluated on 
an ongoing basis. Based on the ever-changing 
situation, we recommend alll visitors to check 
Aruba.com frequently for any changes to dates, 
markets, required procedures and more. 


If taking the PCR test in Aruba, are we quaran- 
tined to our room in the hotel or just the hotel? 
Can we still go to facilities in the hotel such as 
the beach and pool? 

If your test was administered on the island upon 
arrival, you are required to quarantine in your 
room at your booked accommodation until 
you receive your test result. The quarantine will 
be up to 24 hours and the Aruba Department 
of Health will make every effort to have results 
in 6-8 hours, in order to minimize visitors’ time in 
quarantine. Visitors are required to stay in their 
rooms to ensure the safety of fellow guests and 
Arubans. 


If | tested positive while in Aruba, do | need to 
test negative before | can return to my country? 
Yes. If you test positive, you must remain in isola- 
tion until declared recovered. 


Do children need to be tested as well? 
Children 14 and under are not required to take 
or submit a PCR Test. 


Why is Aruba requesting that travelers upload a 
certified negative PCR test result within 72 to 12 
hours of traveling to the island? 

We are requiring a negative test to minimize the 
chances of an individual contracting the virus 
ahead of travel to Aruba. This is for the safety of 
Aruba’'s visitors and local community. Any Co- 
vid-19 testing done prior to travel to Aruba must 
show a certified negative test result conducted 
within 3 days of your departure flight to Aruba 
(the last leg of your trio). The negative test re- 
sults must then be uploaded as part of the ED 
card process no later than 12 hours prior fo your 
departing flight to Aruba (the last leg of your 


trip). 


Can COVID-19 antibody test results be used as 
a replacement for a PCR test? 

An antibody test cannot be used as a replace- 
ment for a PCR test, as antibody tests do not re- 
flect whether a person is currently infected with 
COVID-19. 


Testing before your return flight 

Some counitries/states/cities require returning 
travelers to undergo mandatory quarantine or 
present a negative COVID-19 test Upon arrival. 
There are currently 3 clinics that perform CO- 
VID-19 tests for departing travelers: 


MedCare Clinic: medcare.aw - (+297) 280-0630 
- WhatsApp (+297) 562-4440 - info@medcare. 
aw 

MedLab: lab.aw - (+297) 586-1600 - Cell/What- 
SApp (+297) 597-5544 - info@lab.aw 

Horacio Oduber Hospital: (US$ 75) httos://www. 
arubahospital.com/ - servicecenter@hoharvu- 
ba.com - (+297) 597-4522 (Call or WhatsApp) 
Get in contact with the test provider to make 
an appointment, get details on the exact test 
performed and their procedures. 


Tests that are accepted: 

Accepted Molecular test types: 

Sree, seer, del-Cny RapGcsreR rely 
merase Chain Reaction} 

¢ NAA / NAAT (Nucleic Acid Amplification) 

¢ AMP PRB (Amplified Probe) 

e LAMP (Loop-mediated Isothermal Amplifi- 
cation) 

¢ TMA (Transcription-mediated Amplification) 

« Accepted Molecular test brands, such as, 
but not limited to: Abbott ID NOW - Only 
when results include the original thermal 
receipt / sticker, or results are verifiable 
through an email or patient portal. 

¢ Quidel Lyra PCR 

e Abbott Realtine PCR 

* Cobas Qualitative PCR 

SS aI eels 

e Xpert Xpress 

e Simplexa Direct PCR 

¢ Vault Health 











Tests that are NOT accepted: 

e Any at-home kits (the sample needs to be 
collected by licensed medical staff) With 
the exception of Vault Health 

e Any fest that does not rely on a nasal swab, 
such as: Soutum, saliva and spit collection 
(spit in a cup, etc) Gargle, oral rinse, etc 
Oral swab without a nasal swab With the 
exception of Vault Health 

e All Antigen (Ag) tests (including Quidel So- 
phia, Abbott BinaxNOW and Rapid Antigen 
Tests) 

¢ All Antibody tests (such as IgG, IgA, IgM and 
Rapid Antibody Tests) 

e All blood tests (such as fingerstick, veni- 
puncture} 

e All plasma tests 

e All serum tests 

e All lateral flow tests 

e All fever checks 

« All femperature checks 

e Any Doctor's note 
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Upload any of these, or an inauthentic test re- 
sult, and you will be required to retake the PCR 
test on arrival at the Aruba airport at your ex- 
pense. 


Additional important safety measures & up- 
dates 

The government of Aruba has also implement- 
ed additional iskand-wide measures to further 
maintain the health and safety of visitors. As 
with all of Aruba’s procedures and protocols, 
this will be monitored and Is subject to change 
as the situation develops. 


From January 7th 2021 until further notice the 

following will be in effect: 

e Curfew starting at 11:00 pom until 5:00 am. 

e In addition to the curfew, there are “restrict- 
ed zones” that are off-limits between the 
hours of 7om-5am. Restricted zones include 
all beaches and public parking lots. 

e All establishments are currently required to 
close by 10:00 pm at the latest. 

e This is not applicable for establishments at 
hotel properties, however is applicable for 
hotel Casinos. 

e Closing times per hotel may differ, please 
check with your hotel for more information. 

e Tables at restaurants can have a maximum 
of four seats indoor and outdoor (excluding 
children under the age of 12). Tables must 
be at least 1.5 m apart. 

e All bars, rum shops, and nightclubs are 
closed until further notice. Restaurant bars 
can serve aft tables only. There will be no 
bar stools and no standing aft bars. 

e Hotel bars can serve at the bar for only reg- 
istered hotel guests. 


For more information go to www.aruba.com 
and click on health requirements.) 
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Big Tech leads stocks to broad gains; GameStop, AMC tank 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE and 
ALEX VEIGA 

AP Business Writers 

Big Tech companies and 


banks heloed power a 
broad rally on Wall Street 
Tuesday, though — shares 
in GameStop and other 
recent high-flying stocks 
hyped by online traders 
olunged. 


The S&P 500 rose 1.4%, ex- 
tending gains from a day 
earlier, as investors sized Up 
the latest batch of compa- 
ny earnings reports. Rising 
crude oil prices and solid 
earings results heloed lift 
energy companies, includ- 
ing Exxon Mobil and Mara- 
thon Petroleum. Treasury 
yields rose and the VIX, a 
measure of fear in the mar- 
ket, fell sharply, a sign vola- 
tility was easing. 

The wave of buying coin- 
cided with a skid in Game- 
Stop and AMC Enfertain- 
ment, stocks that have 
been caught up in a spec- 
Ulative frenzy by traders in 
online forums and on social 
media who seek fo inflict 
damage on Wall Street 
hedge funds that have bet 
these stocks would fall. The 
price of silver, which spiked 
9% Monday, fueling soecu- 
lation the precious metal 
was also being hyped up 
by online traders, sank by 
more than 10%. 

“Certainly, there’s been 
some profit-taking in these 
names,’ said Ross May- 
field, investment strategist 


In this photo provided by the New York Stock Exchange, specialist Meric Greenbaum works at a 


post on the floor, Tuesday Feb. 2, 2021. 


at Baird. “You saw with sil- 
ver, there was an attempt 
to try a similar cornering of 
the market, and that didn’t 
even last two days.” 

The S&P 500 index rose 52.45 
points to 3,826.31. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
gained 475.57 points, or 
1.6%, to 30,687.48. The tech- 
heavy Nasdaq compos- 
ite climbed 209.38 points, 
or 1.6%, to 13,612.78. The 
Russell 200 index of smaller 
companies also rose, add- 
ing 25.28 points, or 1.2%, to 
2,151.44. The major indexes 
remain near their all-time 
highs set last month. 

Treasury yields rose in an- 


other sign of investor con- 
fidence. The yield on the 
benchmark 10-year Trea- 
sury note rose to 1.10% from 
1.06% late Monday. 
GameStop plunged 60% 
to $90 a share, and AMC 
Entertainment lost 41.2% to 
$7.82 a share. Both com- 
panies have been in the 
spotlight for more than two 
weeks as an online com- 
munity of investors pushed 
the stocks to astronomical 
levels. 

Trading in those and several 
other stocks have been re- 
stricted by the popular on- 
line trading platform Robin- 
hood since last last week 
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following the bouts of ex- 
treme volatility. Robinhood 
needed to secure funding 
in order to meet deposit 
thresholds required by or- 
ganizations that handle the 
trading orders placed by 
investors on its platform. 

Robinhood eased some of 
the trading limits on Game- 
Stop and select other stocks 
Tuesday. For example, it 
now allows users to buy up 
to 100 shares and options 
contracts in GameStop 
and 1,250 in AMC. On Mon- 
day, the brokerage was 
limiting users to 5 shares in 
GameStop and 75 in AMC. 
An online army of traders 


using the online site Reddit 
banded together for the 
oast two weeks To snap 
Up shares of GameStop, 
AMC and other struggling 
chains, stocks that have 
been heavily shorted (bets 
that the stock will fall) by a 
number of hedge funds. In 
the process, they’ve done 
heavy damage to those 
hedge funds in a stunning 
reversal of financial power 
on Wall Street. 

But It’s not clear how much 
longer the Reddit traders 
can hold the line. Intense 
media and Wall Street in- 
terest pushed many trad- 
ers into these stocks late 
last week, with GameStop 
going as high as $483 last 
Thursday. They began trad- 
ing this year at just over $17 
a share. The huge run-up 
in the stock price appears 
to have little to do with 
the future prospects of the 
mall-based retailer, which 
has been losing money 
consistently. While a lot of 
people seem to be holding 
a line on some of these po- 
sitions, the broader market 
is not showing many signs 
of strain because of it, said 
Darrell Cronk, chief invest- 
ment officer of Wells Fargo 
Wealth and Investment 
Management. 

“| hope the markets are 
moving away from some 
of the issues it dealt with 
last week and focusing on 
more of the true funda- 
mentals,” Cronk said...) 





FTC says Amazon took 


By JOSEPH PISANI 

AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon 
is paying nearly $62 million 
to settle charges that it took 
tios from its delivery drivers. 
The Federal Trade Com- 
mission said Tuesday that 
Amazon didn't pass on tips 
to drivers for more than two 
years, even though If prom- 
ised shoppers and drivers it 
would do so. 

The FIC said Amazon didn't 
stop taking the tips until 
2019, when the company 
found out about the FTC's 
investigation. 

"This theft did not go unno- 
ticed by Amazon's drivers, 
many of whom expressed 
anger and confusion to the 


company,’ said FIC Com- 
missioner Rohit Chopra in 
a statement. "But, rather 
than coming clean, Ama- 
zon took elaborate steps to 
mislead its drivers and con- 
ceal its theft, sending them 
canned responses that 
repeated the company's 
lies." 

The drivers were part of 
Amazon's Flex business, 
which was founded in 2015 
and allows people to deliv- 
er Amazon packages with 
their own cars. The drivers 
are independent workers, 
and are not Amazon em- 
ployees. 

The FTC said Amazon at first 
promised workers that they 
would be paid $18 to $25 


$62 million 


oer hour. It also told them 
they would receive 100% of 
tios given to them by cus- 
tomers on the app. 

But in 2016, Amazon start- 
ed paying drivers a lower 
hourly rate and used the 
tios to make up the differ- 
ence, according to the 
complaint. 

Amazon didn't disclose the 
change to drivers, the FTC 
said, and the tips it took 
from drivers amounted to 
$61.7 million. 

Seattle-based Amazon. 
com Inc. saidinastatement 
that the way it reported 
pay to workers was clear. 
But the company said it 
“added additional clarity in 
2019" and Is "pleased to put 


in tips from drivers 
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In this Oct. 1, 2020 file photo, an Amazon Prime logo appears on 
the side of a delivery van as it departs an Amazon Warehouse 


location in Dedham, Mass. 


this matter behind us." 
The FIC said the money 
Amazon is paying for the 
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settlement will go back to 
delivery drivers whose fips 
were taken.L] 
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U.S. billionaire buys SpaceX flight to orbit with 3 others 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — A US. billionaire 
who made a fortune in 
tech and fighter jets is buy- 
ing an entire SpaceX flight 
and plans to take three 


“everyday” people with 
him to circle the globe this 
year. 


Besides fulfilling his dream 
of flying in space, Jared 
Isaacman announced 
Monday that he aims to 
use the private trip to raise 
$200 million for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos- 
pital, half coming from his 
own pockets. 

A female health care 
worker for St. Jude already 
has been selected for the 
mission. Anyone  donat- 
ing to St. Jude in February 
will be entered into a ran- 
dom drawing for seat No. 
3. The fourth seat will go to 
a business owner who uses 
Shiff4 Payments,  Isaac- 
man’s credit card process- 
Ing company in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania. 

“| truly want us fo live in a 
world 50 or 100 years from 
now where people are 
jumping in their rockets like 
the Jetsons and there are 
families bouncing around 
on the moon with their kid 
InN a spacesuit,” Isaacman, 
who turns 38 next week, 
told The Associated Press. 





In this undated image provided St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Jared Isaacman pauses 
while speaking about his enthusiasm for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and his spaceflight 
called Inspiration4, in Memphis, Tenn. 


“| also think if we are go- 
ing to live in that world, we 
better conquer childhood 
cancer along the way.” 
He’s bought a Super Bowl 
ad to publicize the mission, 
dubbed Inspiration4 and 
targeted for an October 
launch from Florida. The 
other passengers aboard 
the SpaceX Dragon cap- 
sule — what Isaacman 
calls a diverse group “from 
everyday walks of life” 
will be announced next 
month. SpaceX founder 
and chief executive Elon 
Musk expects the flight to 
last two to four days. 
Isaacman’s trip is the latest 


deal announced for pri- 
vate space travel — and 
it’s No. 1 on the runway for 
an orbital trip. 

“This is an important mile- 
stone toward enabling 
access to space for every- 
one,” Musk said during a 
oress conference Monday 
from SpaceX headquarters 
in Hawthorne, California. 
While expensive, these ini- 
tial private flights will drive 
down costs over time, he 
noted. 

Last week, a Houston com- 
pany revealed the names 
of three businessmen who 
are paying $55 million 
apiece to fly to the Interna- 


Associated Press 
tional Space Station next 
January aboard a Spacex 
Dragon. And a Japanese 
businessman has a deal 
with SpaceX to fly to the 
moon. In the past, soace 
tourists had to hitch rides to 
the space station on Rus- 
sian rockets. 

Isaacman would not di- 
vulge how much he's pay- 
ing Spacex, except to say 
that the anticipated dona- 
tion to St. Jude “vastly ex- 
ceeds the cost of the mis- 
sion.” 

While a former NASA astro- 
naut will accompany the 
three businessmen, Ilsaac- 
man will serve as his own 
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spacecraft commander. 
The appeal, he said, is 
learning all about SpacexXx’s 
Dragon and Falcon 9 rock- 
eft. The capsules are de- 
signed to fly autonomously, 
but a pilot can override the 
system in an emergency. 

A “space geek” since 
kindergarten, Isaacman 
dropped out of high school 
when he was 16, got a 
GED certificate and started 
a business in his parents’ 
basement that became 
the genesis for Shift4. He 
set a speed record flying 
around the world in 2009 
while raising money for the 
Make-A-Wish program, and 
later established Draken 
International, the world’s 
largest private fleet of fight- 
er jets. 

lsaacman’s $100 million 
commitment to St. Jude in 
Memphis, Tennessee, is the 
largest ever by a single indi- 
vidual and one of the larg- 
est overall. 

“We're pinching ourselves 
every single day,” said Rick 
Shadyac, president of St. 
Jude’s fundraising organi- 
zation. 

Besides SpaceX training, 
Isaacman intends to take 
his crew on gd mountain ex- 
pedition to mimic his most 
Uncomfortable experience 
so far — tenting on the side 
of a mountain in bitter win- 
ter conditions. ) 





Spacewalkers complete 4 years of power upgrades for station 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — A pair of space- 
walking astronauts com- 
pleted a four-year effort to 
modernize the Internation- 
al Space Station’s power 
grid on Monday, installing 
one last battery. 

Over the weekend, flight 
controllers in Houston used 
the space station's big ro- 





bot arm to replace the last 
pair of old-style batteries 
with a single better-quality 
one. NASA's Mike Hopkins 
and Victor Glover put the 
finishing touches on_ this 
newest lithium-ion battery 
to complete a series of 
soacewalks that began in 
2017. 

Although the spacewalk 
got started late, Hopkins 
and Glover hustled through 












= Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
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johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 








In this image taken from NASA video, NASA astronauts Mike 
Hopkins, left, and Victor Glover work outside the International 
Space Station on Monday, Feb. 1, 2021. 


the battery work in under 
an hour. They also made 
quick work of camera in- 
stallations and squeezed in 
some extra chores. 

The astronauts gazed down 
at Earth and soaked in one 
last sunset before reenter- 


Associated Press 


ing the space station. 
“Yeah, enjoy the view. You 
guys did a great job today. 
You guys rocked It,” Mission 
Control said as the five-hour 
spacewalk concluded well 
ahead of schedule. 

The space station is now 


equipped with 24 lithium- 
ion batteries to store Dower 
collected by the solar pan- 
els. The big, boxy batteries, 
surpassing 400 pounds (180 
kilograms) each, provide 
electricity for the orbiting 
lab when it’s on the night 
side of Earth. They’re so 
powerful that only half as 
many are needed as the 
old nickel-hydrogen batter- 
les they replaced. 

The upgrade took longer 
than expected after one 
of the new batteries failed 
after if was installed two 
years ago and had to be 
replaced. In all, 14 space- 
walks were needed to 
complete the battery work. 
NASA expects these bat- 
teries to last the rest of the 
space station’s operating 


life 
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PARADISE BEACH 
RENT SALE 
P/O Front WKS 1 & 4 1 bedr, 
WKS 1,8,9,31,32,52 2 bedr. 
CASA DEL MAR 
WKS 27,28 2 bedr 
Call +941-343-1088 USA 
213678 


Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK# 3,4,5 

Room# 4226 

24 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 8 K each 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
Studio WK # 5,6,7,8 

Room # 2350 

36 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 8,5 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
1BRWK#6 

Room # 2201 

18 weeks remain 

Price: $8K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 room# 4117 
26 weeks remain $ 8 K 

1 BR WK #9 room # 4117 
18 weeks remain $7,5 K 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 Room # 14 

6 weeks remain $ 5000 

1 BR WK # 9 Room # 14 

15 weeks remain $ 6,5 K 
More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

Studio WK# 7 room # 33 

11 weeks remain$ 6 K 
Studio WK# 8 room # 33 

23 weeks remain 8 K 

More info call (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 7 room # 89 

8 weeks remain $ 6 K 

1 BR WK #8 room # 89 

6 weeks remain$ 6 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 8 Room # 94 

20 weeks remain $ 8K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 

3 BR WK #5 and 6 

Room #1550 Ground floor 
Near the pool 

Price $ 18 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 

1BR WK #5 and 6 

Room # 1576 

Ground floor 

Price : $ 8 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 
1BRWK#7 

Room # 1537 

Ground floor 

Price:$ 7 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Conceptis SudoKu 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $ 10K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
More info call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum weeks 

2 BR Garden View $ 15 K 
2BR Ocean View $ 16K 
2BROcean Side $17K 
2 BR Ocean Front$ 26 K 
3BROcean View $ 30K 


More info call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 58&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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wy 46 HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Dolly Parton on Super Bowl commercial and COVID-19 vaccine 


By MESFIN FEKADU 

AP Music Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Dolly 
Parton has been singing 
about everyday office em- 
ployees working “9 to 5” 
for over 40 years, but now 
the country icon Is singing 
about entrepreneurs work- 
ing “5 to 9” to pursue their 
dreams after hours. The 
Grammy-winning legend's 
1980s hit has been flipped 
by Squarespace — a com- 
pany that helps users build 
and host their own websites 
— for a Super Bowl com- 
mercial debuting Tuesday. 
Oscar winner Damien Cha- 
zelle of “La La Land” fame 
directed the spot. 

“A lot of people through 
the years have wanted to 
change the lyrics to fit cer- 
tain things they’re doing. 
| really thought that was a 
wonderful thing, especially 
for Squarespace. They're 
so into people, new en- 
trepreneurs working after 
hours to start their own busi- 
nesses,” Parton said. “’5 to 
9’ seemed to be a perfect 
thing when they pitched 
ie 

The singer, who is also an 
actor, producer, hNumani- 
tarian and more, said she 
can relate to businesspeo- 
ple working around the 
clock fo fulfill their goals. 

In an interview with The As- 
sociated Press, Parton talk- 
ed about flipping “9 to 5,” 
being a part of this year’s 
Super Bowl, donating $1 
million to coronavirus re- 
search and remembering 
her brother Randy Parton, 
who died last month. An- 





Dolly Parton performs in concert on May 27, 2014, in Knoxville, Tenn. 


swers have been edited for 
length and clarity. 

AP: Are you excited to be 
part of this year’s Super 
Bowl? 

Parton: |'ve been asked 
several times to be part of 
that. It’s always such a big 
commitment. I've always 
kind of chickened out. | 
know it’s just a big commit- 
ment. If you do good, you 
do great. If you do bad, 
you do bad in front of all 
those people. This seemed 
like the perfect kind of way 
to do it. 

AP: What was it like writing 
“9 to 5” over 40 years ago? 
Parton: That song just stays 
so true fo people that get 
out — you get up in the 
morning, you wobble into 
the kitchen, you pour your 
coffee, you try to get your 


butt going, you try to get 
Up and get to work know- 
ing that you've got to do it. 
I'm really happy. This is the 
AOth anniversary of “9 to 5” 
since the movie came out. 
We're celebrating, so this 
could not have happened 
at a better time. 

AP: You donated $1 million 
to coronavirus research — 
what compelled you to do 
that? 

Parton: Well, | follow my 
heart. I’m a person of faith 
and | pray all the time that 
God will lead me into the 
right direction and let me 
know what fo do. When the 
pandemic first hit, that was 
my first thought, “| need to 
do something fo try to help 
find a vaccination.” | just 
did some research with the 
people at Vanderbilt (Uni- 
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versity) they’re wonderful 
people, they've been so 
good through the years to 
my people in times of illness 
and all that. | just asked if | 
could donate a million dol- 
lars to the research for a 
vaccine. 

| get a lot more credit than 
| deserve | think, but | was 
just happy to be a part of 
any and all of that. 

AP: Have you gotten your 
shot? 

Parton: No. I’m not going to 
get mine until some more 
people get theirs. | don’t 
want It to look like I’m jump- 
ing the line just because | 
donated money. |'m very 
funny about that. I’m go- 
ing to get mine though, but 
I'm going to wait. I’m at the 
age where | could have 
gotten mine legally last 


week. | turned 75. | was go- 
ing to do it on my birthday, 
and | thought, “Nah, don't 
do that.” You'll look like 
you're just doing a show. 
None of my work is really 
like that. | wasn’t doing it 
for a show. I'm going to get 
mine. | want it. I’m going 
to get it. When | get if, I'll 
probably do it on camera 
SO people will know and I'll 
tell them the truth, if | have 


symptoms and all that. 
Hopefully it'll encourage 
people. I’m not going to 


jump the line just because 
| could. 

AP: How does it feel to be 
75? 

Parton: Well | plan to be 
around a lot longer. | don't 
have no plans of slowing 
down because the number 
says | should. | don’t pay 
attention to that. | wake 
Uo with new dreams every 
day. 

| try to make the most of 
every year that I've lived. 
I've been doing that since | 
was little. I'll be doing it until 
| keel over. Hopefully that 
won't be anytime soon. 
AP: Your brother Randy re- 
cently died from cancer. 
How are you holding up? 
Parton: Well, we're heart- 
broken. We loved him so 
much. He fought really 
hard for the last year. Ran- 
dy was a wonderful artist, 
entertainer. He was very 
dear to me. He was one of 
my younger brothers. | lost 
my baby brother last year, 
around the same time of 
the year. This was really a 
double whammy for all of 
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Music helping le Bennett battle Alzheimer’s disease 





Singer Tony Bennett performs at the Statue of Liberty Museum 
opening celebration in New York on May 15, 2019. 
Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tony 
Bennett has been diag- 
nosed with Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease but it hasn’t quieted 
his legendary voice. 

The singer's wife and son 
reveal in the latest edition 
of AARP The Magazine 
that Bennett was first di- 
agnosed with the trrevers- 
ible neurological disorder 
in 2016. The magazine says 
he endures “increasingly 
rarer moments of clarity 
and awareness.” 

Still, Ne continues fo re- 
hearse and twice a week 


goes through his 90-minute 
set with his longtime pia- 
nist, Lee Musiker. 

The magazine says he sings 
with perfect pitch and ap- 
oarent ease. 

A beloved interpreter of 
American standards, Ben- 
nett’s chart-topping ca- 
reer spans seven decades. 
Bennett, 94, gained his first 
Oop success in the early 
1950s and enjoyed a career 
revival in the 1990s and be- 
came popular with young- 
er audiences in part be- 
cause of an appearance 
on “MTV Unplugged.” He 


continued recording and 
touring constantly, and his 
2014 collaboration with 
Lady Gaga, “Tony Bennett 
& Lady Gaga: Cheek to 
Cheek,” debuted at No. | 
on the Billboard charts.) 








Syndicate, Inc. 














—/01;@]}00 Bi N]|N| | © 
OD) N| B] NO) CO} —] 00} O1| G 


1 
8 
3 
9 
6 
4 
2 
3 
f 


01/00} >| Ni} | P| R/O] 
NO) —| 00] CO N)} BI] O)|} |] O1 
0O/ RB) NOT) >| O)]| C/N] 0 
00} NO| OO] O)| 01; COIN) =>) & 























©2021 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features 


Difficulty Level * *& *& 2/03 


T=DAY. 





SPORTS 


A15 


WEDNESDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2021 


Reed's reputation from Bahamas the ultimate penalty 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

The violation was so egre- 
gious that Rickie Fowler, 
glancing at the replay on 
television, quickly raised his 
eyebrows and said: “Whoa! 
What was THAT?” 

It was Patrick Reed. 

This was just over a year 
ago in the Bahamas, the 
day Reed infamously used 
the back of his wedge to 
scoop away sand — twice 
— from behind his golf ball 
in a waste bunker, improv- 
ing his line of play. Only 
when he was shown video 
evidence did Reed accept 
the two-shot penalty, but 
not before suggesting the 
camera angle made it look 
worse than it was. 

The penalty, as it turns ouf, 
was worth more than two 
shots. 

There is no greater punish- 
ment in golf than being 
stuck with a reputation for 
cheating. 

Reed was always going 
to have a hard time living 
down that incident. 

It followed him to Austra- 
lia, where the fans were so 
abusive his caddie got into 
it with a soectator and was 
replaced for the final day 
of the Presidents Cup. It 
stayed with him in the chill 
environment of Kapalua, 
where a spectator yelled 
“CHEATER!” after Reed hit 
a putt in a playoff. A few 
weeks later in San Diego, 
Reed asked police to re- 
move hecklers. 

The verbal abuse was si- 
lenced by golf not having 
fans because of the pan- 
demic. 

And then more outrage in- 
volving Reed, fueled might- 
ily by social media, arrived 





Patrick Reed stands on the South Course while holding his trophy for winning the Farmers Insurance 
Open golf tournament at Torrey Pines, Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021, in San Diego. 


during an otherwise idyllic 
Saturday afternoon at Tor- 
rey Pines. 

Moving past this one will be 
almost impossible. 

As far as the PGA Tour is 
concerned, Reed did noth- 
ing wrong on the 10th hole 
of the third round at the 
Farmers Insurance Open. 
And according to the Rules 
of Golf, which relies on 
facts over reputation, the 
tour was right. 

“He operated the way the 
rules permit him to oper- 
ate,” said John Mutch, the 
tour's senior tournament di- 
rector. 

This was about optics. Most- 
ly, i was about Reed. 

He pulled his approach 
from a_ fairway bunker 
into thick grass left of the 
10th green. Approaching 
where a volunteer had 
marked the spot with a 
tiny flag, Reed asked if the 


ball bounced. “No, | didn’t 
see it bounce,” the volun- 
teered replied. 

He turned to his playing 
partners, PGA Tour rookie 
Will Gordon and second- 
year player Robby Shel- 
ton, and told them, “They 
said it didn’t bounce,” and 
that he would check for an 
embedded lie. Crouching 
over, he marked the spot 
with a tee, put the ball in 
the palm of his hand and 
kept probing the turf for 
about 5 seconds when he 
called for an official. And 
then he poked around for 
another five seconds. 

“| believe if broke ground, 
but I’m going to let you 
make that call,” Reed told 
Brad Fabel, the rules offi- 
cial. 

Fabel didn’t immediately 
know what he was talking 
about because Reed had 
placed the ball about 8 


Associated Press 


feet away. Reed showed 
him where the ball was, 
Fabel poked around and 
agreed there was a “lip,” 
meaning the ball had bro- 
ken the plane of the soil. 
Free drop. 

The procedure Reed fol- 
lowed wasn’t illegal. It 
wasn’t even necessary for 
him to call for an official. 
Rory Mcllroy didn’t ask for a 
ruling when the same thing 
happened on the 18th hole 
that day. And according to 
Mcllroy, Rory Sabbatini also 
took relief from an embed- 
ded ball on the 15th hole 
Saturday. 

The rule (16-3) allows play- 
ers to proceed as if the ball 
is embedded provided it is 
“reasonable to conclude” 
based on the information 
at hand. 

Reed wasn't careful, either. 
The lie was suspect enough 
to call for a ruling. Even the 


rules official working the 
broadcast, Ken Tackeft, 
suggested the “best prac- 
tice” would be to leave the 
ball where it was until the 
official arrived. That would 
eliminate anything ques- 
tionable. 

And with Reed, there are 
bound to be questions. 
Adding to the firestorm was 
video that clearly showed 
the ball bounced forward. 
That doesn't change any- 
thing. Players can act on 
only what they know at the 
time. 

But with Reed, if changes 
everything, and his re- 
sponse after the round only 
raised another question. 

“If we saw the ball bounce 
or if someone said the ball 
bounced, then | never 
would have marked the 
golf ball,” he said. “You 
know when the ball bounc- 
es, It’s almost impossible for 
it to break the plane.” 
Mcllroy unwittingly came 
to his rescue by having the 
same thing happen, which 
wasn't discovered by CBS 
until after the third round. It 
appears his ball on the 18th 
hole went slightly forward, 
though video wasn't quite 
as clear as it was for Reed. 
“On my life, that ball of 
mine was plugged, it was in 
its own pitch mark, so | took 
relief,” Mcllroy said. 

By the book. 

Except the names of the 
characters are different. 
“We know who they are,” 
Tom Watson said long ago, 
without offering names, 
when asked about cheat- 
ing on the PGA Tour. The list 
probably is longer than the 
people who run golf and 
preach its honor system 
would like to admit. LJ} 








BASEL, Switzerland (AP) — 
Roger Federer is aiming to 
play his first tournament af- 
ter two knee surgeries and 
more than one year out in 
Qatar next month. 
Federer told Swiss radio 
station SRF on Tuesday he 
has targeted the Doha 
Open from March 8-13. 
The 20-time Grand Slam 


champion said he. pre- 
ferred a smaller tourna- 
ment where he “wouldn't 
be in the spotlight too 
much and the stress is also 
Q little less.” Now 39, Fe- 
derer last played in Janu- 
ary 2020 at the Australian 
Open, losing in the semi- 
finals to Novak Djokovic 
while clearly struggling 


Federer targets tournament comeback 
in Qatar next month 


with injury. Federer said 
he could play one more 
event after Doha — the 
following week at his off- 
season base in Dubal is an 
option — and then focus 
on the clay-court season. 
His main targets are Wim- 
bledon, the Tokyo Olym- 
pics and, after he turns 40, 
the U.S. Open.) 





In this Jan. 30, 2020 file photo, Switzerland’s Roger Federer 
serves to Serbia’s Novak Djokovic during their semifinal match 
at the Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, 


Australia. 


Associated Press 
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MLB fo start on time after players reject delay 


By RONALD BLUM 

AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Moajor 
League Baseball will pro- 
ceed with an on-time start 
to spring training and the 
season after players reject- 
ed a plan Monday night to 
delay reporting by a more 
than a monn. 

“In light of the MLBPA’s re- 
jection of our proposal, 
and their refusal to counter 
our revised offer this after- 
noon, we are moving for- 
ward and instructing our 
clubs to report for an on- 
time start to spring training 
and the championship sea- 
son, subject to reaching an 
agreement on health and 
safety protocols,” MLB said 
in a statement. 

“We were able to complete 
a 2020 season through Her- 
culean efforts and sacri- 
fices made by our players, 


in St. Louis. 


club staff and MLB staff to 
protect one another,” MLB 
said. “We will do so again, 
together, as we work to- 
wards playing another safe 
and entertaining season in 
2O7 Ne 

MLB proposed to the play- 
ers’ association on Friday 
that the start of spring train- 
ing be pushed back from 
Feb. 17 to March 22, that 
opening day be delayed 
from April 1 to April 28 and 
that each team’s schedule 
be cut from 162 games to 
154. MLB believed the virus 
situation would improve 
during the month delay. 
Under the proposal, each 
team would have been 


allowed to be scheduled 
Up to 12 split doublehead- 
ers. Experimental rules for 
seven-inning doublehead- 
ers and beginning extra in- 
nings with a runner on sec- 
ond base would have con- 
tinued for a second season. 
As part of the offer, MLB 
included the expansion of 
the playoffs from 10 teams 
to 14 and extending the 
designated hitter to the 
National League for the 
second straight season, a 
plan the union rejected 
Jan. 6. 

Bruce Meyer, the union’s 
director of collective bar- 
gaining, called deputy 
commissioner Dan Halem 
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Chipper Jones, former Atlanta Braves player and Hall of 
Famer, speaks during “A Celebration of Henry Louis Aaron,” a 
memorial service celebrating the life and enduring legacy of 
the late Hall of Famer and American icon, on Tuesday, Jan. 26, 
2021, at Truist Park in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 


ATLANTA (AP) — Hall of Famer Chipper Jones is 
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In this July 24, 2020, file photo, empty seats are viewed in Busch Stadium as St. Louis Cardinals 
starting pitcher Jack Flaherty throws in the first inning baseball game against the Pittsburgh Pirates 


on Monday to inform him 
the proposal had been re- 
jected, two people familiar 
with the negotiations told 
The Associated Press. 

The people sooke on con- 
dition of anonymity be- 
cause that detail was not 
announced. 

Halem then asked Meyer To 
make a counteroffer, and 
Meyer sent an email ask- 
ing MLB to guarantee sal- 
ary and service time in the 
event of an_ interruption, 
one of the people said. 
MLB’s proposal Friday in- 
cluded expanded rights for 
Commissioner Rob Man- 
fred to interrupt the season. 
Halem resoonded to Meyer 





Associated Press 


on Monday and said MLB 
would agree to withdraw 
that part of the proposal 
but that each side would 
retain whatever rights it has 
under the labor and player 
contracts, the person said. 
Meyer resoonded Monday 
night that the union will not 
make any more proposals, 
that the union did not be- 
lieve MLB’s plan was de- 
signed to protect health 
and safety, and that play- 
ers expect MLB to tell teams 
that it intends to start spring 
training and the season on 
time, the person said. 

“The MLBPA executive 
board and player lead- 
ership reviewed and dis- 
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cussed the owners’ propos- 
al throughout the weekend 
and today,” the union said 
then in its public statement. 
“The clear-cut result of 
these deliberations is that 
players will not accept 
MLB’s proposal, will instead 
continue oreparations 
for an on-time start to the 
2021 season, and will ac- 
cept MLB’s commitment to 
again direct its clubs to pre- 
pare for an on-time start. 

Baseball's collective bar- 
gaining agreement, which 
expires next Dec. 1, calls for 
voluntary reporting dates 
of Feb. 17 for pitchers, 
catchers and injured play- 
ers, and Feb. 22 for others. 
The mandatory reporting 
date, which few. players 
stick to, is Feb. 27.While 
MLB’s proposal said players 
would have received 100% 
of pay if all 154 scheduled 
games were played, the 
plan would have given 
Manfred the right to stop 
spring training, the regular 
season or the postseason 
if government restrictions 
prevented five or more 
teams from playing home 
games even without fans, if 
government rules restricted 
travel in the United States, 
if Manfred determined af- 
ter consultation with medi- 
cal experts and the union 
there is an unreasonable 
safety risk to players or staff, 
or if the number of regular 
major leaguers unavail- 
able because of COVID-19 
undermined competitive 


integrity. 


Chipper Jones assumes new role as 
Braves hitting consultant 


returning to the Atlanta 
Braves in a part-time ca- 
pacity as a hitting consul- 
tant. 

The 48-year-old Jones 
played his full 19-year ca- 
reer with the Braves. He 
was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 2018, his first year 
of eligibility. 

The new role announced 
by the Braves on Monday 
gives Jones his best oppor- 
tunity for an on-field role, if 
only in a part-time capac- 
ity, since his retirement fol- 
lowing the 2012 season. 


He previously worked with 
the Braves as a special as- 
sistant to baseball opera- 
tions. He also has worked 
as a broadcaster for ESPN. 
Jones hit .303 during his 
career and led the league 
with his .363 mark in 2008. 
An eight-time All-Star and 
the 1999 NL MVP, Jones 
holds most Atlanta fran- 
chise hitting records. He 
hit 468 home runs and 
drove in 1,623 runs. Among 
switch-hitters, only Eddie 
Murray has more RBIs. 
Jones is the only switch- 


hitter to hit at least .300 for 
his career with 400 or more 
homers. 

Manager Brian Snitker’s 
coaching © staff includ- 
Ing hitting coach Kevin 
Seitzer and assistant hitting 
coaches Jose Castro and 
Bobby Magallanes. Jones 
will be with the team for 
at least some portion of 
spring training. 

The Braves’ pitchers and 
catchers are scheduled to 
report to spring training on 
Feb. 17, followed by posi- 
tion players on Feb. 22...) 


